
Advent 3—Joy December 13 2020  

Live with the Present 

John 1: 1 – 8, 19d – 28  

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O 

God, my light and my guide. 

 

The first handful of verses, in John’s Gospel, set the coming of Jesus in 

beautiful poetic verse… “In the beginning was the word, and the word was with 

God, and the word was God.  He was in the beginning with God; all things were 

made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.  In him 

was life, and the life was the light people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.” 

What can I say about this great paragraph – my personal favourite in all the 

scriptures – written by the one who knew Jesus on earth more intimately than 

anyone else?  The apostle John reduces the Gospel into profound prose…yet in 

reducing, John does not diminish the Gospel.  His introduction to it does not 

compress Jesus, but entices us to ask more…  Who is this word of God for whom 

all things are made?  Who is this true light?  Why would God wish to become a 

human being?  What do we do with the poetic message John shares? 

All of these are good questions.  Why would God become a human being in 

Jesus?  Why would God enter into this world and live among us ordinary people?  

Why would God not stay outside of human reality…away from the muck, the 

suffering and confusion? 

Because God offers us a gift.  The past, the present, and the future are all gifts 

from God.  All life originates in the Word.  That is obvious because, as we have 

seen already, God is the Creator of all things.  But the key focus in this passage is 



probably spiritual life.  In other words, there are two overwhelming problems we 

humans face:  we struggle to stay spiritually alive and struggle to avoid spiritual 

blindness. John is saying:  Jesus is the remedy of both of these problems:  God has 

the life we need, and this life becomes the Light we need.  John doesn’t tell us the 

story of Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus – the angels, shepherds, star and wise men.  

We read Matthew and Luke for those accounts.  John wants us to see what 

happened from the viewpoint of ETERNITY.  “In the beginning was the word, and 

the word was with God, and the word was God… In him was life, and the life was 

the light people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.”  The light will never die, and God’s love for us will last eternally. 

Today we celebrate the Sunday of JOY!  The anticipation of the incarnation, 

the Word-become flesh, God with us, Emmanuel.  That anticipation can bring us 

joy, despite the struggles and trials, and challenges we face daily. There are still 

opportunities for us to find joy. God had been making himself known to us 

throughout the world and through history and prophets of Israel. 

Amid all of life there seems to be confusion…often we just don’t get it… we 

walk in the darkness more than we think. The present-day reality is heavy, 

complicated, but it CAN offer us hope, prosperity and light.  Even though the 

present offers us darkness, frustration, fear, anxiety, doubt and questions every day, 

we can choose to live with the present that God offered us centuries ago and lasts 

eternally.  We can live with the light and choose to live with the presence of joy. 

Perhaps that is why, when God came in Jesus, we human beings crucified 

him.  That’s right, we know the Easter story, Jesus was nailed to a cross, 

abandoned, crucified.  This is the Christ child, God with us.  This one born in a 

stable, who walked among us, healing the sick, casting out the darkness, sharing 



meals with the shunned, and showing us the way.  In the end, he was abandoned on 

a cross.  Amid human folly and human failure, we tried to extinguish God. 

 

Yet the darkness could not, and cannot overcome it.  God’s glory would not be 

reduced by human pride nor human folly.  On the third day, the tomb was found 

empty, the light of God had overcome the darkness of humanity on that cross.  Even 

the darkness of death could not overcome the light of God’s love through Jesus 

Christ. 

Even at our lowest, when Covid, and isolation, and illness, and worry, and 

challenges come that seem insurmountable, we are reminded again through Jesus 

that we who weep now are blessed, for we will laugh, joy comes with the dawn. We 

will laugh, even as we weep, because both mark us as children of God. And as 

God’s children we can claim all of this joy and laughter for ourselves for we are as 

God made us, fully capable to weep and mourn and laugh and dance. By right of 

our creation we have a share in all joy filled moments, moments ripe with laughter 

and dance, or moments of wisdom, understanding laughter will come. We claim this 

identity of self as laughter and joy filled people for it is ours by right as theologian 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer describes:  

This joy, which no one shall take from us, belongs not only to those who have 

been called home but also to us who are alive. We are one with them in this 

joy, but never in melancholy. How are we going to be able to help those who 



have become joyless and discouraged if we ourselves are not borne along by 

courage and joy? Nothing contrived or forced is intended here, but something 

bestowed and free. Joy abides with God, and it comes down from God and 

embraces spirit, soul, and body; and where this joy has seized a person, there 

it spreads, there it carries one away, there it bursts open closed doors.  This is 

who God is, and who we are as God’s children 

 Even as we come closer to Christmas to adore him, and today we try to 

proclaim joy, he stands at the door of our lives knocking. Can you hear him?  He 

always calls us. This Sunday of joy should remind us that we love Christmas! It’s a 

break from the bleakness of so much of life, a relief from the inner stress and pain.  

It’s an entrancing story that gives us encouragement and hope in the midst of all the 

distressing news that the media presses on us daily.  With the insidious accounts of 

warfare, homicides, global disasters, lives being claimed from starvation, 

overdoses, and disease both globally AND locally, it’s hard not to see the dismal 

darkness. But we are here to celebrate – the past, the present, the future, the light. 

Advent Joy isn’t just about a Baby, but about the Son of God.  Not just about 

John’s message, but about the Word of God.  Not just about a manger, but about a 

cross.  Not just about a star, but about an empty tomb.  Not just about shepherds and 

wise men, but about you and me and how we receive and respond to what God has 



done for us.  For he will come, not just at Christmas, but for always, full of grace 

and truth.  His light shines.  We need to live with the present.  

Although this season of Advent is different than so many others, will I 

recognize God’s presence in my world?  On this Sunday of Joy, will I look beyond 

my own comfortable, cozy space and find God dwelling among the many who are 

lost, lonely, ill, neglected, forgotten?  Will their presence in the world make any 

difference in how I celebrate the Holy One’s coming to dwell in my midst?  Will I 

see the love of God shining through the windowed hearts of Earth’s people?  Will I 

hear the truth told long ago of this Beloved’s kindness toward all?  Will I hold these 

people in my heart this Advent season?  Will I let them touch my prayer and my 

celebration? 

Joyce Rupp writes with true passion for the Christ Child and the message of 

Christmas. She astutely recounts the different lenses through which people 

experience Christmas. We cannot have Christmas without remembering we are not 

alone, that God constantly highlighted the contrasts and contradictions of our world.  

Through following the way of Jesus, we come to see who God really is, we see the 

light and live with the present.  This God whose home is a stable…whose throne is 

a cross…this King of the Universe who stoops lower than a slave, to wash his 

followers feet...  This God of love who is willing to call people who have walked in 



the darkness… and claim us as children of light… this God who is beyond our 

comprehension, but ever willing to call us friends.  This is the God we see… and 

because of this Christ child, we see that God’s glory shines with us; we are not 

alone.   

So, take some time this Sunday of Advent, to readjust your focus on joy.  If 

you find yourself getting lost in the reports from Dr. Bonnie Henry, or lost in the 

boredom of yet another puzzle, then try to find a flicker of hope, peace and joy and 

anticipate the coming of Jesus’ birth.  Then ask God to centre your mindset on the 

true significance of Christmas.  You need to live with the present.  Thanks be to 

God. Amen. 


