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In 1946, Viola Desmond’s stand at a segregated Nova Scotia movie theatre 

made her into a civil-rights icon for black Canadians. Growing up, I knew John A. 

MacDonald’s name, a man who did irreparable damage to Indigenous people in 

this country, but I didn’t know Viola Desmond’s. Now, you probably know 

Desmond’s extraordinary story. You may have even used a bill with her face on it, 

because on Thursday, December 8, 2016, the federal government announced that 

she’d be the new face on the Canadian $10 bill in 2018. February is Black History 

month and that is our focus today. 

It is a time to honour and celebrate the contributions of Black people in 

Canada. Their history in Canada is part of the history of the United Church. In 

1907, Union Congregational Church formed in Montreal, when black railway 

porters and their wives came together to worship with dignity. Because of legal 

segregation black people could not worship as equal participants in other 

congregations. Nowadays many congregations in diverse parts of Canada do not 

reflect their black community.  

Thanks to MISSION AND SERVICE a group called The Journeys of Black 

Peoples in the UCC was formed. The group strives for integration, offering help to 



those who come from outside the church to find a home and sanctuary within the 

church. 

 When Lawrence Hill – prolific writer including the novels The Book of 

Negroes and The Illegal – was asked: With February being Black History Month, in 

your opinion, has having a Black History Month helped change the way society 

views black history? His answer was: “Sure. I mean I’m not saying it’s the only 

thing to do. There’s lots of ways to celebrate Black History Month. You could sing, 

dance, cook a meal or attend lectures or have conversations and dialogue. 

Unfortunately, most Canadians still know almost nothing about black history in 

Canada and having Black History Month helps educate Canadians about what our 

black history is. Does it solve the problems of racial injustice in Canada to have a 

Black History Month? Well, no. But is it a step among many other steps that can 

be taken to sort of promote a greater awareness of African Canadians? 

Absolutely.” 

 When also asked: What more needs to be done for society to better 

understand the struggles of the black community? He answered: “Well, I don’t 

think there’s just one thing. There are many players: there are parents, religious 

leaders, educators, business leaders, politicians, community leaders and activists. 



Part of advancing the interests of all people in Canada who have been previously 

disenfranchised and who still suffer the effects of discrimination has to do with 

access to education, work, public awareness, community engagement and there’s 

so many ways this can spill out. So, I don’t want to pretend there’s a simple one-

sentence solution to addressing racial inequality in this country, but I suppose it 

can be addressed simultaneously on many levels. You still don’t see enough 

people who are African Canadians in positions of power and influence in all levels 

of society, politics and in our legal system. So, it’s a complicated issue because 

progress can be made in many different ways.” 

 Black women who have shaped this country — and are molding its future 

— are continually discounted. I want to raise your awareness of some current 

black figures that bless our country. 

Marci Ien has been gracing our television screens for almost three decades. 

She’s an award-winning broadcast journalist who started as a reporter for local 

news, went on to cover a diverse array of important Canadian stories for CTV, and 

found the perfect balance between hard-hitting journo and charming morning-

show host on Canada AM before landing at The Social. Ask anyone who has had 

the privilege of spending more than a second in Marci’s orbit and they’ll tell you 



that she has about a million special qualities, but the most impressive one to me 

is her empathy. 

Marci speaks up when necessary, even when it comes with personal 

consequences. Oncr, in an op-ed for the Globe and Mail, she shed light on the 

perils of “driving while Black,” recalling her experience of being pulled over 

and questioned by police three times in eight months. These kinds of encounters 

with police are unfortunately far too relatable for so many Black people in this 

country and Marci’s willingness to share her truth, even though it was met with 

racist backlash, started a must-needed conversation. 

Another figure worth mentioning is Kayla Grey who is one of the youngest 

black female role models I stumbled upon in my research for this sermon. I 

wanted to end on someone who gives us hope for the future. Grey is a 27-year-

old sports broadcaster and radio personality. In 2018, when she  

co-anchored TSN’s Sports Centre, Grey became the first Black woman to anchor a 

national sports show in Canada. That may seem late given that Sports Centre has 

been around for almost 35 years, and that athletics in this country have been 

around a lot longer than that, but we know that women are woefully 

underrepresented in sports broadcasting around the world and especially in 



Canada. We know that female athletes make significantly less than their male 

counterparts. We know that the few women holding their own in this male-

dominated field have to deal with sexist comments on the job, 

discrimination over their voices, and being relegated to the sidelines. And that’s 

the white woman. Now imagine how much worse it is for Black women. 

If you grew up watching sports like I did, you know it would have been easy 

to assume that a Black woman could never anchor a national sports show. Grey 

worked towards her dream anyway, without a role model or a road map. She 

shattered expectations with her hard work and resolve to thrive in a position that, 

for 35 years, made it clear it wasn’t for her. Now, she’s a co-anchor on Sports 

Centre. She’s also a contributor to CTV’s Your Morning, eTalk, and a fill-in co-host 

of The Social. Little Black girls growing up watching sports now know that their 

dreams are valid too, and that their future can be whatever they want it to be. 

In order to change the narrative about Black history, one has to go back 

further and research pre-history and where our human journey begins. These 

resources are helpful when discovering not only our human origins, but our faith 

origins as well. Studies reveal Christianity is also birthed and flourishes for 

centuries alongside the Jewish and Muslim faiths on the African continent. It is 

https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/human-journey/


vital and important for the Christian church to remember that our history is not 

complete until we go back further than colonial narratives. Grounded in the truth 

of history and living faithfully means actively participating in the work of 

restorative justice. God is calling the Christian church to restore a broken world 

based on the harm of racism. 

When is the last time you saw a picture or painting of Jesus? What did he 

look like? What kind of hair did he have and how long was it? What was the color 

of his skin? For too many centuries Christianity has held tightly to the Euro-Jesus. 

The white skinned, blonde haired, blue-eyed Jesus. Where Christianity has spread 

throughout the world, racism has all too often followed closely behind. Few 

ethnic groups can claim foul from this cultural aftershock more than our black 

brethren. 

We may say "Well they're just paintings, it's not a big deal. It doesn’t 

matter what colour he was." But paintings and images have a powerful impact on 

our perception of reality. What message does it send and what impression does it 

give children around the world about their messiah when they see him being 

"owned" by a certain race and bound to a strictly-enforced racial profile? 



This is not an unexplained phenomenon. Since the days of the Roman 

Empire, Christianity has changed from a humble Jewish following of a man 

preaching to loving foreigners and people of all backgrounds into an ethnocentric 

pyramid, where white men sit at the top holding an icon of a white God. 

Christianity has even at times become less of a religion and more of a political 

statement which says, "God is white! So accept our dominance on earth as well…" 

Now, in our modern world, reality has finally caught up and overtaken 

antiquated deception. While it is impossible to prove what colour Jesus was 

(unless we unearthed a 2000-year-old Polaroid photograph of the famous rabbi) 

we have to be open to the possibility that he may have not only have been a man 

of color. He may have been a black man. 

As our Aryan portrayal of the Messiah comes to a screeching halt, I often 

hear an emotional response from white Christians. When presented with the 

theory that their saviour was black, white Christians often say, "He may not have 

been white, but he definitely wasn't black!" But why couldn't it be possible? The 

Bible says that black people lived among the Israelite ranks. We know this 

because an entire book - The Song of Solomon - was essentially love poetry about 

the beauty of King Solomon’s black wife!  



This detail alone leaves open the possibility that Jesus may have been black. 

Yet for over one thousand years of Christian history we almost never see black 

people portrayed in the biblical narrative (in literature or theatrically) despite how 

prominent they were in the Bible. Just one example of this is the Exodus of the 

Israelites from Egypt: "The Israelites traveled from Rameses to Succoth, about 

600,000 soldiers on foot, besides their families. An ethnically diverse crowd also 

went up with them, along with a huge number of livestock, both flocks and 

herds." Exodus 12:38 (HCSB) The Hebrews weren’t the only slaves that left Egypt 

for the Promised Land. You can bet that former black slaves intermingled with the 

Israelites at some point in this epic journey. 

Our religion is finally on trial for crimes against humanity, hypocrisy, racism, 

and yes, even mass homicide. God is the judge, the world is the prosecution, 

atheists are the jury, and we are the defendant.  

Despite our incriminating track record, it's not too late to change the jury's 

mind about us. If we truly embrace who Jesus really was and what he really 

taught, make that the core of our belief system, finally let go of racism and stop 

resisting and being offended by the possibility that Jesus could have been a black 

Jew among the many black Jews that lived in those times, then Christianity would 



no longer be seen by so many as a racist, dogmatic and murderous "white 

European killing machine". We would go back to being the following of a humble 

dark-skinned Jewish rabbi who just so happened to be the physical manifestation 

of God himself to bestow grace and mercy to the whole world. All colours 

included. 

 

 


