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There is an ancient legend first told by Christians living in the catacombs 

under the streets of Rome which pictures the day when Jesus went back to glory 

after finishing all his work on earth. The angel Gabriel meets Jesus in heaven and 

welcomes Him home. "Lord," he says, "Who have You left behind to carry on Your 

work?" 

Jesus tells him about the disciples, the little band of fishermen and farmers and 

housewives. "But Lord," says Gabriel, "what if they fail You? What if they lose 

heart, or drop out? What if things get too rough for them, and they let you 

down?" 

Well, says Jesus, then all I've done will come to nothing! 

"But don't You have a backup plan?" Gabriel asks. "Isn't there something else to 

keep it going, to finish Your work?" 

No, says Jesus, there's no backup plan. The Church is it. There's nothing else. 

"Nothing else?" says Gabriel. "But what if they fail?" 

And the early Christians knew Jesus' answer. "They won't fail, Gabriel," He said. 

"They won't fail!" 



Isn't that a marvelous thing? Here are the Christians of Rome, dug into the earth 

like gophers, tunneling out of sight because of the terrors of Nero up above. 

They're nothing in that world! They're poor and despised and insignificant! Yet 

they know the promise of Jesus: "You won't fail! You're My people, and you won't 

fail!" That's what Jesus tells us in these verses, doesn't He? "You are the salt of 

the earth!" He says. "You are the light of the world! You are My witnesses!" "You 

can make a difference!" You can make a difference in the world around you!  

Think of the crowd to which Jesus was speaking. It wasn't a gathering of the 

United Nations. It wasn't a conference of the superpowers. It wasn't a sitting of 

Parliament, or even an assembly at City Hall. It was a crowd on a hillside in a tiny 

spot of land called Palestine. It was a group of common people with no high 

ambitions or positions. In fact, they were under occupation! They couldn't make 

their own laws! They couldn't plan their own futures! They couldn't determine 

their own destinies! Yet Jesus says to them: "You are the salt of the earth! You are 

the light of the world! You make a difference in this society!" It's an amazing 

assertion, isn't it? 

I remember the story a friend told me about a tiny girl she saw who was 

walking through the midway at a fair. She was carrying a great big fluff of cotton 



candy on a stick, almost as large as her! She said to her, "How can a little girl like 

you eat all that cotton candy?" 

"Well," she said to my friend, "I'm really much bigger on the inside than I am on 

the outside!" 

That's essentially what Jesus is saying here. "You are the salt of the earth! 

You are the light of the world!" Why? Because of your great power? Because of 

your positions in government? Because you are so smart or so strong or so gifted? 

"No!" Jesus would say. "It's because you belong to Me!" On the outside you may 

seem to be nothing, but on the inside you're as big as the kingdom and the power 

and the glory of your God! You can make a difference! He says, "together." 

 The comparison point Jesus makes, in essence, is that strength is found in 

community. A single grain of salt may make a slight difference, but it takes the 

concentration of a cluster of them to make a real impact. Similarly, one disciple 

with a sense of purpose may make a statement in the world, but it's the 

community of Christians that turns the world upside down. 

Jesus also tells us in these words that "You can make a difference together 

in the world!" I am always intrigued by the events which surrounded the start of 

our own denomination, The United Church of Canada. We were created by the 



joining of three other denominations, and later a couple others joined us. We 

were enacted by a motion of government, and the first meeting of declaration 

was in a hockey arena in 1925 – how apropos, a team of players working 

together!! But, over time, we’ve lost sight of our mission, our gospel, our purpose, 

our vision. However, that doesn't seem to be the church that Jesus envisions. 

Besides the power of flavour, there was an even greater strength of salt in 

the world of Jesus' day. Salt was used to confirm agreements, to seal treaties and 

establish covenants. If you ate salt with someone, you became blood relatives. 

You had a stake in each other's lives. You were part of the same family. Such a 

picture resonates with what Jesus gives us here. "You are the salt of the earth!" 

he says. You are the essence of God's relationship with the world around you. The 

Church isn't just a little community off by itself somewhere. It is the confirmation 

that God still has an interest in our world! Our salt is meant to flavour the world 

beyond Aldergrove United, yet also to nurture our own faith as well. 

Consider what this city would be without us? What would this region be 

like without the Church of Jesus Christ? Where would our nation be without the 

conscience of the people of God? "You are the salt of the earth!" says Jesus. "You 



are the light of the world!" You don't hide off in a corner. You don't keep off by 

yourself, hoping nobody notices you. 

"You are the light of the earth!" It's not enough to take a social stand 

regarding abortion, and morality, you have to be the conscience of society, 

turning its thoughts toward love and laughter and life! It's not enough to protect 

your own interests; you have to speak out for the welfare of the poor and the 

disabled and the oppressed! You are the salt of the earth! You are the light of the 

world! You are the conscience of your society! God has placed us here as a 

symbol of God’s continuing relationship with the world. We are the extension of 

God’s personality in this society.  

Jesus called his followers to be a front-line militia. Nowhere do we get the 

impression that Jesus wanted us to live in isolation, separated from the world. It is 

impossible to live, truly live, for the kingdom in private. We are called to a social 

agenda and an outward expression of God's principles. We are called to make a 

difference by influencing and impacting the world around us. 

Eugene Peterson's paraphrase of the New Testament, in his book The 

Message, explains our position of salt and light in the following fashion: Let me 

tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the 



God-flavours of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste 

godliness? You've lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 

Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-

colours in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, 

as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to 

hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've 

put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand – shine! Keep open house; be generous 

with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with 

God, this generous Creator in heaven (Matt. 5:13-13 The Message). 

We are called to be salt-seasoning and light-bearers in our world. "Wait a 

second," you may be saying. "Surely, God did not mean me." Yes, God meant for 

you and me, his followers to be salt-seasoning and light-bearers in our world. 

When Jesus said, "You . . ." he meant "You, and you alone . . ." His words were not 

a suggestion, but a command. With urgency in his voice, Jesus says, "If you are 

salt, then season!" "If you are light, then shine!" 

As a child Robert Louis Stevenson was in very poor health. And one night, 

when he was quite sick, his nurse found him with his nose pressed against the 

frosty pane of his bedroom window. "Child, come away from there. You'll catch 



your death of cold," she fussed, but young Robert wouldn't budge. He sat 

mesmerized as he watched an old lamplighter slowly work his way through the 

black night lighting each street lamp along his route. "See, look there," Robert 

pointed. "There's a man poking hole in the darkness." That's what we are called to 

do, poke holes in the darkness. 

Jesus is calling us to be audio-visual Christians. The Christians' seasoning is 

something to be tasted. The Christian's light is something to be seen. Secret 

discipleship does not exist. Either the secrecy destroys the discipleship, or the 

discipleship destroys the secrecy. Our Christianity should be vibrant and visible. 

Salt in a saltshaker and light under a bushel basket makes no impact. Christians 

void of visible deeds of compassion influences no one. 

We aren't called to save the world. But we are called to make a difference. 

We can't do everything. But we can do something. And what we can do, we ought 

to do. That's what being salt and light is all about, we are called to be a salty 

influence. Amen. 

 


